LI    HUNG-CHANG

CHAPTER I

INTKOBXJCTOEY

A REVIEW OF THE CONDITIONS EXISTING IN CHINA AT
THE OUTSET OF!J HUNG-CHANG'S CAREER.

IN the sense that he was the proximate Initiator
of many of the changes which have tended to modify
the structure and actions of the Chinese people since
1850, Li Hung-chang >must undoubtedly be recog-
nised as a maker of the nineteenth century. But,
as Herbert Spencer observes, in his critical analysis
of the " Great-Man " theory of history, it is neces-
sary to remember that "the Great Man must be
classed with all other phenomena in the society that
gave him birth, as a product of its antecedents.
Along with the whole generation of which he forms a
united part, he is a resultant of an enormous aggregate
of forces that have been co-operating for ages*"

To obtain a just appreciation of the career of th6
greatest of modern China's great men, it is expediftnt
that we should study his genesis from this point <5i
view, and carefully consider what were the social $&$
political influences predominant in his environment

Before proceeding to describe the life ^offe of
Li Hung-chang and its effect upon the Mstory oi
modern China, it will be well, therefore, to review
generally the conditions eadstiag in tbe cWntjty at
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